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SAVAGES AND CITIZENS
HOW INDIGENEITY SHAPES THE STATE

ANDREW CANESSA AND MANUELA LAVINAS PICQ

A provocative argument for Indigeneity being relational to the creation 
of the modern nation-state

Although Indigenous peoples are often perceived as standing outside 
political modernity, Savages and Citizens takes the provocative view that 
Indigenous people have been fundamental to how contemporary state sov-
ereignty was imagined, theorized, and practiced. 

Delving into European political philosophy, comparative politics, and 
contemporary international law, the book shows how the concept of indi-
geneity has shaped the development of the modern state. The exclusion of 
Indigenous people was not a collateral byproduct; it was a political proj-
ect in its own right. The book argues that indigeneity is a political identity 
relational to modern nation-states and that Indigenous politics, although 
marking the boundary of the state, are co-constitutive of colonial processes 
of state-making. In showing how indigeneity is central to how the interna-
tional system of states operates, the book forefronts Indigenous peoples as 
political actors to reject essentializing views that reduce them to cultural 
“survivors” rooted in the past.    

With insights drawn from diverse global contexts and empirical 
research from Bolivia and Ecuador, this work advocates for the relevance of 
Indigenous studies within political science and argues for an ethnography of 
sovereignty in anthropology. Savages and Citizens makes a compelling case 
for the centrality of Indigenous perspectives to understand the modern state 
from political theory to international studies.

A N D R E W  C A N E S S A  is a professor of anthropology at the University of 
Essex. Among his most important books are Intimate Indigeneities and Natives 
Making Nation.

M A N U E L A  L AV I N A S  P I C Q  is a senior lecturer in political science at 
Amherst College. Her most influential books include Vernacular Sovereignties 
and Sexualities in World Politics. 

“This book is a thorough and insightful discussion of the global meaning of indi-
geneity as it relates to the formation of the modern state. The authors draw from 
global examples, many of them from the insights of Indigenous scholars, and develop 
further their ideas through the case studies of Bolivia and Ecuador.”

—Carmen Martínez Novo, author of Undoing Multiculturalism: Resource 
Extraction and Indigenous Rights in Ecuador

“The book makes the reader deeply question the historical origins as well as the 
contemporary nature of the modern state and the international state system. Sharp, 
provocative, beautifully written, and underpinned by decades of ethnographic 
research, it is a must-read for anyone interested in critical international relations, 
the anthropology of the state, Latin American and Indigenous studies, and indeed 
the wider social sciences.”

—Pedro Mendes Loureiro, University of Cambridge
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