
ARABIC FILM SCREENINGS - HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 
FALL 2017 

Mondays in Kern 202, 5:30 to 7:30 pm 
                      Questions? Email: Brahim Oulbeid “ boulbeid@hampshire.edu" 

 

DATE MOVIE TITLE SYNOPSIS 

10/16 

   

 
 
Soraya, born in Brooklyn in a working class community of 
Palestinian refugees, discovers that her grandfather's 
savings were frozen in a bank account in Jaffa when he was 
exiled in 1948. Direct, stubborn, and determined to reclaim 
what is hers, she fulfills her life-long dream of "returning" to 
Palestine. Slowly she is taken apart by the reality around 
her and is forced to confront her own anger. She meets 
Emad, a young Palestinian whose ambition, contrary to 
hers, is to leave forever. Tired of the constraints that dictate 
their lives, they know in order to be free, they must take 
things into their own hands, even if it's illegal. 

10/30 

 

 
 
 
Reda, summoned to accompany his father on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, complies reluctantly - as he preparing for his 
baccalaureat and, even more important, has a secret love 
relationship. The trip across Europe in a broken-down car is 
also the departure of his father: upon arrival in Mecca, both 
Reda and his father are not the characters they were at the 
start of the movie. Avoiding the hackneyed theme of the 
return to the homeland, the film uses the departure to renew 
a connection between two generation. 

11/13  
 

 
 
 
 

When the lives of Mahmoud, a Muslim Sheikh (Omar 

Sharif) and Boulos, a Christian Priest (Adel Imam) 

are threatened by religious extremists on both 

sides, the Egyptian government inducts them into a 

witness protection program that requires them to 

disguise themselves as the Christian Marcus and a 

Muslim Sheikh, Hassan el-Attar, respectively.When, 

unwittingly, they move into the same building, a 

friendship blossoms that must, along with a 

romance between the protagonists' children, 

withstand the difficulties of prejudice and social 

persecution. 
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11/27 

 

 
An enterprising Saudi girl signs on for her school's Koran 
recitation competition as a way to raise the remaining funds 
she needs in order to buy the green bicycle that has 
captured 
her interest. 

12/11 

 

 
 
When an old airport janitor finds a captain's hat in the trash, 
he gets pulled into the lives of children in his poor 
neighborhood. He weaves imaginary stories of his world 
adventures to offer hope in the face of their harsh reality. 

 
 


